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SUBJECT: BLACK TRADE UNION REACTIONS TO ICFTU BOYCOTT 
REF JOHANNESBURT 088 (NOTAL) 

1 . SUMMARY: THE INDIFFERENCE OF BLACK TRADE UNION LEADERS 
IN SOUTH AFRICA TOWARD THE CURRENT ICFTU BOYCOTT CAMPAIGN 
IS RELATED TO A GROWING SELF AWARENESS WHICH COULD BE 
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SYMTOMATIC OF A TREND TOWARD A MORE DYNAMIC AND AGGRESSIVE BLACK 
LABOR MOVEMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. REPRESENTATIVES OF SEVERAL BLACK TRADE UNIONS HAVE 
PUBLICLY EXPRESSED INDIFFERENCE TOWARD THE CURRENT 

ICFTU BOYCOTT CAMPAIGN BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT CONSULTED BY 
THE INTERNATIONAL BODY WHEN IT PLANNED ITS WEEK OF ACTION. 
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EMMA MASHININI, SECRETARY OF THE COMMERCIAL CATERING AND 
ALLIED WORKERS UNION, IS QUOTED IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY 
THE STAR AS SAYING 'NOBODY ABROAD THINKS WE ARE IMPORTANT 
ENOUGH TO BE CONSULTED ABOUT SOMETHING THAT AFFECTS OUR 
LIVES AS WELL. I DO NOT APPROVE OF ANYBODY DOING THINGS 
FOR ME WITHOUT FIRST CONSULTING ME.. .WE BLACKS MUST BE 
INITIALLY CONSULTED ON ANY PLANS THAT ARE AIMED FOR 
OUR SO CALLED UPLIFTMENT OR OTHERWISE." 

3. DAN TAU, SECRETARY OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN CHEMICAL WORKERS' 

UNION SAID IT IS DIFFICULT TO ASSESS THE EFFECTIVENESS OF 

THE BOYCOTT" BECAUSE WE ARE NOT AFFILIATED TO THE INTER- 
NATIONAL BODY AND DO NOT KNOW THE INSIDE STORY OF ITS 
PLANS AND VIEWS." 

4. JANE HLONGWANE, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE ENGINEERING AND 
THE WORKERS UNION SAID THAT THE FAILURE OF THE ICFTU TO 

"GET OUR FEELINGS MAKES US INDIFFERENT TO THIS WHOLE ISSUE... 
SOMETIMES ACTIONS THAT ARE INTENDED FOR OUR GOOD CAN HAVE 
A DANGEROUS BACKLASH BRINGING SUFFERING TO THOSE WHOM IT 
SHOULD HAVE BENEFITTED." 

5. COMMENT: MASHININI. TAU AND HLONGWANE ARE ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE URBAN TRAINING PROJECT (UTP), SEVERAL OF WHOSE MEMBERS 
WERE SERVED WITH THE BANNING ORDES TWO MONTHS AGO WHICH 
PROVOKED THE ICFTU CAMPAIGN AGAINST SOUTH 

AFRICA (SEE REFTEL).. HLONGWANE, WHO HAS TAKEN OVER THE 
EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP OF THE UTP, AND OTHER BLACK TRADE UNION 
LEADERS. HAVE EXPRESSED TO THE REGIONAL LABOR OFFICER 
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THAT FEELING THAT THE 30 BLACK TRADE UNIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA MUST 
EVENTUALLY FORM A NEW CONFEDERATION IN ORDER TO EFFECTIVELY 
DEFEND THE INTERESTS OF BLACK WORKERS. THE BANNING ORDERS 
WHICH WERE SERVED AGAINST WHITE LABOR LEADERS, WHO SUPPORTED THE 
BLACK UNIONS. AND THE AMBIVALENCE OF THE MULTI-RACIAL TRADE 
UNION COUNCIL OF SOUTH AFRICA (TUCSA) ARE AMONG THE MOST 
IMPORTANT CAUSES OF THIS GROWING SELF AWARENESS WHICH COULD 
BE THE BEGINNING OF A MORE DYNAMIC AND AGGRESSIVE BLACK LABOR 
MOVEMENT. 

JOHNSON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LABOR RELATIONS, LABOR UNIONS, POPULAR RESENTMENT, BOYCOTTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 20-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977JOFIANN00104 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770022-0281 

Format: TEL 

From: JOHANNESBURG 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 34/aaaabdcn. tel 

Line Count: 107 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f2ef07d4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 JOHANNESBURG 88 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3550105 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BLACK TRADE UNION REACTIONS TO ICFTU BOYCOTT 
TAGS: ELAB, PFOR, SF, XA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f2ef07d4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



